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heat, there being no houses suitable for European habitation.
In the unavoidable hurry of the occasion, they had not time
even to bring tents with them. Thus severe privations had to be
endured by Englishmen during their first summer in the Panjab,
though their minds were diverted by the exciting novelty of
their duties. Their hardships were cheerfully shared by the
faithful Native servants whom they had brought with them
from the North-western Provinces, and to whom the Sikh people
were almost as strange as to their masters.

The principal officers were chosen judiciously from among the
best and ablest men of the older provinces, as the members of
the Board had much knowledge of the personnel of the public
service. Lord Dalhousie was naturally anxious that persons
should be selected who would, humanly speaking, ensure the
success of an annexation for which he had to bear a grave
responsibility. Most of the selections answered fully the 'ex-
pectations which had been formed of them. But, among many
men, some failed; and wherever an .individual shewed signs of
inefficiency the Board were instant in procuring his removal.

The first step to be taken was the disbandment of all that
remained of the late Sikh army, and of all the quasi-military
retainers of the Native Government. These large bodies of
men submitted to disintegration with a resigned compo-
sure which under other circumstances' would not have been
evinced. It happened then, however, as has so often proved
the case in India, that the minds of men were overawed and
their spirit stupefied by the sense of recent defeat and disaster.
Thus the soldiery, once so turbulent as to be uncontrollable by
their own chiefs, bowed submissively to what they regarded
as their fate. Next, the people at large, by a disarming procla-
mation, were required to give up their arms; this they did
without hesitation or murmur, and without fail. For although
they might, while surrendering some weapons, have secrete^
others, experience proved that they must have produced all or
nearly aJL Upon these sturdy and courageous people the
British victories seemed to have acted like a spell

It was immediately necessary to provide for the external
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